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If you would like to speak in confi-
dence to one of our safeguarding
team, contact the school office.

Safeguarding Newsletter

Safer Internet Day
At Mount Pleasant, we don’t just teach children about online safety on Safer Internet Day

(Tuesday 11th February), we teach and remind children every time they use a device in
school.

We teach them about not sharing passwords, what to do if they feel unsafe and
importantly about their own ‘virtual’ behaviour.

As part of safeguarding we have procedures in place to ‘filter’ and ‘monitor’ device
usage of children and staff on our school network. This means that we filter or block
dangerous or explicit sites to protect everyone in our school using RM SafetyNet When
devices are being used, we monitor activity using Smoothwall—any inappropriate web
searches or even typing explicit language can be seen and an alert is sent to key staff.

This year, the theme for Safer Internet Day is ‘Too good to be true? Protecting yourself
and others from scams online.” BBC Teach has some fantastic resources to support
primary and secondary children. You can find a link to the page below:

Some of the children will be taking part in a live lesson on Tuesday 11th February and on
Wednesday 12th PC Kat (our Early Help Policing Officer) will be in school for the morning
talking to children in KS2 about keeping safe online.

Friends Against Scams Online groomin

An estimated £11.4 billion was lost to scammers in the UK last year.
Being scammed can have a devastating affect of people’s emotion-

al and financial wellbeing.

Friends Against Scams is a National Trading Standards Scams Team
initiative which aims to protect and prevent people from becoming
victims of scams by empowering people to take a stand against

sCcams.

The team work to tackle postal, telephone and doorstep scams.

Their aims are to:

e |dentify victims of scams

e Intervene and protect victims from further victimisation
e Investigate criminal activity

e Inform local authorities and agencies on how to work with and

support scam victims

e Influence people at local , regional and national level to TAKE
A STAND AGAINST SCAMS

See
mation and support.
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() Childnet

As part of our PSHE curriculum, we teach children that some people
are not who they appear to be online. Online grooming is where
someone befriends a child or young person online, builds a relation-
ship and trust with the intention of then exploiting them or causing
them harm.

It is vital as parents and educators that if you are allowing your child
to use devices that have internet connectivity, that you protect them
and educate them about the risks.

Groomers are very skilled and it is not always young people who are
targeted, adults are at risk too. Here are some top tips from Childnet
to help keep your child safe:

Discuss the difference between online and offline friends

It's important to emphasise that, however nice a new friend online
can seem, or however long they have spoken to them for, they are
still a stranger.

Know the signs

Talk to your child about ‘red flags’ in chats which are important to
report, block and tell an adult about. These would include someone
suggesting to meet up offline, asking for personal information or to
send photos or videos, chats moving to private messages, or asking
them to keep secrets.

Find out where the report and block buttons are
Social media, apps, games and sites all offer reporting and blocking
tools. You can find out more by visiting the

. You can also report grooming to

for further infor-

Make sure your child knows you are there to help

Worrying about how a parent or carer will react can prevent young
people from asking for help. Make sure that your child knows that, no
matter what has happened, you are there to help them.

Know where to get more support
You can find out more about where to get support by visiting Childnet

at

Safeguarding is Everyone’s Responsibility



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/z6bbhbk
https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.childnet.com/

